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Money Begins to Talk.
The sporting world begins to take.no¬

tice of the political world. Odds of two
to one on Hughes are offered, with no

Wilson money in sight. In time, how¬
ever, WHson coin will probably be coaxed
into view and action. Two to one is, as

a rule, a tempting proposition.
Maine explains it. The returns from

the Pine Tree state afford something
definite to go upon.
For instance. If a man partial to

"taking a chance*' believes that a re¬

union of the republican party will in¬
sure the return of that party to power
there is the Maine reunion to encourage
the hope that reunion elsewhere will fol¬
low. Hence his willingness to demon¬
strate that he and his money are of the
same opinion; and he permits his money
to "talk" for him.»

If a man thinks that the tariff is of
great moment in the campaign, he re¬

members that Maine was the home of
Blaine and Dinglev, and reasons that as

protection has shown itself" a winner
there it will show itself a winner else-
where in November. And he also re-

members that the democracy just now is
trying to snuggle up to protection. So
he i- willing to bet that, as the choice
is between the odd friend, stanch and
true, and the new convert, shy and un¬

stable. the country will choose the for-1
mer.

The issue of preparedness serves the
same purpose. A sporting proposition is
that as the republicans forced the Presi¬
dent to abandon his opposition and join
them in advocating an adequate national
defense, the country at the polls will give
the credit to the former. They found
it first.
The sporting man is often well in-

formed about matters outside of turf
circles and card circles. He "takes the
papers" and reads outside the sporting
page. He does not pin his faith to the
estimates of perambulating spellbinders,
or to the enforced and professional
claims of campaign managers. He
would be a reckless gambler, indeed, if
he did.

It is early vet. These odds on Hughes
may g<» higher, and they may go lower.
In the next two months some interesting
seesawing may take place. Money is
abundant, and sporting blood is as rich
as ever. The "ponies" are about through
for the season. Base ball is drawing to
a close. The length of the war in Ku-
rope is not a sporting proposition. But
politics is. and will soon be all that re-

mains of a natnre appealing to the world
of chance. Both Hughes money and
Wilson money in goodly quantities will
probably soon be in evidence.

¦ *»> n
Thomas Edison and John Burroughs.

»»<>.* camping out together, are known
the world over, not only as possessors!
"i' genius, but of gentle and phHan-
thr».pic natures. In the rigors of cam¬

paign time, it is small wonder they took
t t'i.* woods. They would not be harsh
h dged if they were to stay there
nntil after election.

Possibly the railroads could find out
ho v. *0 provide cheaper transportation
v. pay higher wages if Henry Ford
('¦ d be persuaded to serve on the inter-

.*«* commerce commission.

A movie stage manager may say things
to the campaigner that a regular politi-
c:> 1 adviser would never venture.

If fashion continues to announce
shorter skirts, the costumes will consist
largely of shoe-tops

Swatting Eoorbacks.
Senator Smoot is one of his party's

"wheel-horses." in the Senate and out.
In the Senate he is equally good in com¬

mittee work and in open debate in the
chamber. Out of the Senate he is equal¬
ly good as adviser and as stumper. An
all around man, who knows his business.
For this reason more than ordinary in¬

terest was aroused the other day by the
statement that the senator was a critic
of Chairman WiHcox, and of opinion
that the republican campaign was not
being properly managed; that the re¬

turned bull moosers were being made too
much of and the "old guard" too lit¬
tle of.
When this was brought to Mr. Rmoot's

attention he put it to sleep with an em¬

phatic contradiction, and in doing so

said this:
"I am out to elect Mr. Hughes. He

wi!> make a great President. I welcome
anybody's aid and I arn prepared to give
Mr. Willcox any assistance I can. I
wan* him to use every in'-ans he can to
bring about Mr. Hughes' ejection, and
'i 'Inn't care who helps him. There is
ifothing in the talk, so far as I am con

jperned, of dissatisfaction."
fn no other spirit can the republicans

win this election. The sharpness of the
division of four years ago is well re¬

membered; and probably the Utah sen¬

ator remembers it as well as anybody
else. Bull moosers distrusted and de¬
nounced republicans, and vice versa. The
shindy was red hot while it lasted.

B:?t lh" Hughes candidacy is based
».. ^ proposition that the shindy is

?i.;tt t. '. shi Haly have been turned
into olive branches; that the real peace

! again reigns; that bull mooser and re¬

publican are brothers once more.
In Maine fraternization was effected

and demonstrated. The reunited repub¬
licans swept the state.took everything
in contest and walked away with it. Bull
raoosers of the Roosevelt variety did all
they could. Old gnarders of the Smoot
variety did aH they could. Both gave
every assistance in their power to tljose
intrusted with the management of the
campaign. *

The example set was good. Will it be
copied in larger states, say in New
York, Illinois, Ohio and Indiana, where
bull moosery four years ago was a great
force and operated to the hurt of the

republicans 1 Mr. Smoot, in substance,
so urges, and is prepared to do his bit.
And in promptly noticing the story

calculated to do both him and his party
harm. Mr. Smoot set a good example,
which should be widely copied. The
roorback period of t'.e campaign has

begun; and a roorback put. out of busi¬
ness in time may frustrate nine on the

evo of hatching. And this is as good
policy for one party as for the other.

The Loaf of Bread.
Nothing in the law prohibits the mak¬

ing and offering for sale of a loaf Of
bread of any size the baker wishes. He
may make it sixteen ounces or ten

ounces or five ounces. He may then

charge for that loaf anything he thinks
will induce sales, so long as he does
not fix the price in combination with
other bakers of his territory. In short,
the baker is free to make whatever he
pleases and charge whatever he desires
for his products.
That is the present state of the law

in the District, since a court decision of
some years ago by which an «ld ordi¬
nance regulating the size of the bread
loaf was swept aside. No legislation has

subsequently been enacted to replace the

municipal ordinance, though several ef¬
forts have been made to secure a new

law. I
It is well for the public to bear these

facts in mind in relation to the present
discussion of bread prices, started by
the proposal to increase the rate for a.

loaf. If the bakers do not raise the

price they may reduce the size of the
loaf. There is nothing to prevent them.
In view of this condition it would be

well if the bakers adopted a policy of
standardizing their loaves more- thor¬

oughly than at present, and. if the bread
is wrapped, of stamping the covering
plainly so that the purchaser can know

just what size loaf is being bought. Of
course, the purchaser can at any time
have the loaf weighed in the grocery
store, or, if he gets his bread direct from
the wagon, Be can keep a pair of scales
and weigh the bread himself. There
should "be a perfect understanding as to

what the consumer is getting.
A "loaf" of bread means nothing un¬

less there is a standard. At present the
average bread loaf weighs appTOximate-
Iv eleven ounces in the local trade. But
there arc "small loaves'' and "large
loaves," so that even with this general
standard there is no assurance of what
a "loaf" means to the customer. Out of
this immediate discussion 38 to prices
should come a better understanding on

the score of the value which is being ren¬

dered for th; price paid for the loaf,
whatever it may weigh or cost.

Democratic campaigners as a rule are

inclined to refer to the Maine election
as a closed incident and look to the
future.

The month with the has pro¬
gressed far enough to demonstrate that
the Dentschland left the Chesapeake
oyster uninjured and untcrrificd.

Statements from democratic campaign
headquarters indicate that the Maine
figures have induced no psychological de¬
pression.

In the atmosphere of doubt created
bv censorship question may arise as to
whether there really is any such U-boat
as the Bremen.

Some of the statesmen who are home
mending fences are inclined to regard
the annual vacation as a myth.

The nature of the war news often de¬
pends on whether it was issued from Bcr
lin or Paris.

The Price of Freedom.
A suit has been filed in New York

which may result in light being shed
upon an episode which has heretofore
been somewhat mysterious, namely, the
release from the federal prison at At¬
lanta of Charles W. Morse, convicted of
banking frauds and pardoned by Presi¬
dent Taft. Morse fought desperately
for his freedom, exhausting every legal
recourse to prevent conviction, but the
inexorable process of law sent him final¬
ly to the penitentiary. There he was

apparently stricken wifh a mortal dis¬
ease. His condition was frequently re¬

ported as pitiable. An appral to public
sympathy was made. The warm heart of
President Taft was stirred by the rep¬
resentation that Morse had only a short
time to live, and he granted him his
freedom in order that he might end his
days at liberty. Promptly upon his re¬
lease Morse began to improve, and to¬
day. according to report, there is not a
healthier looking man in New York than
the erstwhile dying convict.
Now eomrs one Max C. Baum of New

York, claiming compensation in $100,000
for his servi«- s in securing Morse's re-

lease. He alleges that he worked for
Morse during the legal fight against con¬
viction and afterward, at the instigation
of Mrs. Morse, he continued his en¬

deavors to elicit sympathy, first through
a fraternal organization to arouse pub¬
lic sympathy, and that later, by other
means, he enlisted the sympathy of Mil
Taft. He says that Morse promised that if
he succeeded he would be made wealthy
beyond the wildest dreams. All that he
actually got from Morse, upon the lat-
ter*s release, was a bouquet of roses.

And so he sets $100,000 as the price o1
his services. Morse denies that he ever
hired Boom or promised him anything,
or that Banm ever did anything in his
behalf. If the ease ever comes to trial
it will be interesting to know what

I means wero employed to secure Morse's
pardon, what representations were made,
and upon what foundation, that caused
the belief to prevail that the prisoner
at Atlanta was a victim of a fatal mal¬
ady and had only a short time to live.

"The Easily Obtained Pistol Again.
A young lad shot and fatally wounded

a girl the other evening in this city. He
claims that the shooting was accidental.
He has nevertheless been held on a

charge of murder. In any case, the fact
stands forth distinctly that this youth
had a deadly weapon in his possession,
contrary to the law. He explains that
he obtained the pistol from another boy,
relating a complex story of the transfer.
Once before he got into trouble through
the possession of a pistol. Ho seems to
have had no difficulty getting guns.
But as a matter of fact nobody has

the least difficulty getting guns in
Washington, under the present laws.
Anybody with a murderous or suicidal
impulse can get a pistol within a few
minutes. The formula for obtaining one
is merely to give a name and an address
.any name and address will serve.
Given the price.and the price is cheap.
and the gun is to be had.
Repeated crimes and suicides have

demonstrated the dangerous laxity of
the local laws, the utter uselessness of
the statutes as a defense against trag¬
edy through pistol use. It has been
urged again and again that no matter
how many names and addresses the
dealers in deadly weapons may record
the pistol crimes and self-murders con¬
tinue and wilt continue until it becomes
an offense to sell, exchange or give away
a deadly weapon save upon the presen¬
tation of a permit issued by some re¬

sponsible official, before whom the
would-be purchaser must present him¬
self with proof of his need and his trust¬
worthy character.

Just why such an amendment to the
pistol law is not pressed by the authori¬
ties is beyond comprehension. The ne¬

cessity has been apparent for years. The
matter has been specifically urged upon
official attention many times. Yet no

action is taken, and session of Congress
after session has been allowed to pass
without any official effort to obtain an

enactment which would unquestionably
reduce the pistol crimes in Washington
by a large percentage. Is human life
so lightly regarded here that this mat¬
ter is deemed not worthy the attention
of those in authority? *

While favoring policies of peace and
conciliation, Mr. Bryan no donbt regards
the attitude of progressives toward Mr.
Roosevelt as altogether too forgiving.

The strikebreaker is never a popular
figure. But maybe he, too, has a family
to support.

The recently enacted eight-hour law
is in the nature of an industrial New
Year resolution prepared a long way in
advance.

Pancho Villa, though not "gotten," has
at least been prevented from grabbing
the spotlight.

SHOOTING STARS.

BT PHILANDER JOHNSON.

Constant Reader.
"Bliggius is a pessimist, isn't he?''
"Yes. He's so fond of bad news that

he goes down cellar every morning to
read the gas and electric meters."

Demand for Participation.
"Why do women want to vote?"
"Because," replied Miss Cayenne, "we

want to find out by experience how men
have managed to make so many political
blunders. It's always easier to put up
with mistakes when you've had a hand
in making them yourself."

A Candidate's Expectations.
The will of the majority.
Oh, that's the will for me!

I hope by its authority
To be a legatee!
The Cosmopolitan Motor.

"A man Bhould be able trt feel at home
wherever he finds himself."
"Yes," replied Mr. Chuggins. "What's

the difference where you are? The blow¬
outs and transmission troubles are pre¬
cisely the same."

Practical Joke With a Moral.
"What has become of the man who

used to rock the boat?"
"Ho took a dislike to my boy Josh,"

replied Farmer Corntossel, "an' he won't
come here no more. Josh he got a cradle
an' strapped that feller into it an' every¬
body took turns seein' that he kep' rock-
in' to his heart's content."

Assurance.
Next summer the fish will be still in the

swim.
With some of them possibly biting.And the sunshine will laugh till the twi¬

light grows dim
And the star mist the heaveas is light¬ing.

Next summer the leaves will return to
the trees,

And the birds, by their roofing pro¬tected.
Will revive the old songs, as they warble

at ease.
Regardless of mho gets elected!

Oh, the townsman must hope and keeppaying the score,
While the countryman pays and keepshoping.

'Mongst the questions that baffled our
fathers of yore

We must stoutly keep grasping and
groping.

But there's one institution that cannot
go wrong,

For Nature must still be respected
And the world on its way will go roll¬

ing along.
Regaritaa m who gets elected 1

1

Schools throng-bout the country are

opening, and one of the question® that
come up for consideration

Opeil-Air by official* of the bureau
of education Is that of the

SchOOU. open.air school. Open-air
schools represent one of the latest de¬
velopments In public school organiza¬
tion. They came as the result of a de¬
sire for better conservation of the
health of those children who were un¬
able to profit physically and mentally
by the life and work of regular Indoor
schoolB.
According: to officials of the bureau of

education who have made a special
study of these schools, the original ones

were located in forests. This fact had an

important Influence in the selection of
sites upon which open-air school build¬
ings were to be built. The forest plan
has not been followed generally In the
United States, however. In a few nob¬ble cases parks and large grounds have
been utilized for this purpose, but many
American open-air schools are on tne
roofs of city buildings, in old school-
houses, or on vacant iots and beaches.
In Europe, on the other band, the ar¬

rangements of buildings and the choice
of sites for open-air schools have fol¬
lowed In general the lines laid down *
the original open-air school at cnar-
lottenburg. Germany, situated In a
beautiful pine forest.
Indoor schools, according to the gov¬

ernment experts, have, for the
part grown and developed under the
Idea that teachers had to do with tne
minds and not with the bodies of chil¬
dren, while open-air schools are based
on the conception that the first essen¬
tial to a worthy education is sound
bodily health. The former grew out of
an error of assuming that mind is not
closely associated with the physical
body, and that early mental training
was paramount to the demands or
health; that the latter have grown out
of a new emphasis on the value of
health and physical soundness and re¬
cently discovered facts bearing on the
nature of certain diseases and the best
methods of protecting human life from
the possible effects of these diseases.
Officials of the bureau of educatton,

who have had recent occasion to look
carefully into the question of open-air
schools, are forecasting the time when
these schools will be extended to tne
whole school population. This seems
reasonable to these experts after bay¬ing* seen some of the wonderful results
already obtained by the schools.
Some beat is desirable in classrooms

in open-air schools, especially in the
northern latitudes of this country, ac-
cording to the experts. The dining
room, kitchen, showers and toilets
should always be properly heated, they
point out. Many open-air schools have
absolutely no heat in the classroom, but
this makes it necessary in cold weather
to use soapstones. extra foot covering,
electric warmers or other devices. Even
these expedients, the bureau men say.
though they incur inconvenience and
expense, are preferable to a schoolroom
kept airtight in order to conserve the
heat. It Is said that the ideal equip-
ment for an open-air school is still in
process of evolution. The Ignited States
has been able to learn little from Eu-
rope in this regard, because European
open-air schools are. for the most part,
in sesrion only from May until October,
and the weather, save in the extreme
cast, seldom attains the severity which
it does in the northern states or this
countrv. American cities that carry on
fresh-air schools for public school chil¬
dren in very cold weather are still re¬
sorting to all kinds of experimental de¬
vices to protect the children from storm
and cold.
One of the problems of the open-air

schools, officials *ay. is the proper
clothing of the children. The personal
equipment needed varies with the loca¬
tion of the class. Pupils in a classroom
on a roof, or in an unheated recitation
room, exposed to strong winds, will re¬
quire heavier and more elaborate cloth¬
ing than children in an open-window
room receiving some heat. Operr-air
school pupils soon come to take a queer
pride in their ability to withstand cold
it has been found. Zero'weather chal¬
lenges their reputation, arid rather than
surrender to a mere thermometer they
will assert, even while their teeth are
chattering and their noses blue and
pinched, that they are "perfectly com¬
fortable."

?
* *

j Copper, lead, zinc, tin, aluminum and
antimony recovered in the United| States from scrap

Savings From (rr,etals-
°
and drosses-in 191G,Metal Waste. according to sta¬

tistics gathered by the geological sur¬
vey, were valued at 5114.304.930, as |
compared with $."7,039,706 in 1914.
This great gain was due in part to

the greater recoveries arid much higher
average values for all metals, and in
part to the realization of our manu¬
facturers that they have been wasting
a great deal of valuable material in
their manufacture. Increased traffic on
the railroads and a large demand for
metal products, particularly those to
be exported, made 1915 the most pros-
perous year in the waste metal trade,
Investigators of th<- survey found

that the imperative demand for zinc
and copper by munition manufacturers
and for foreign trade made spot metal
very scarce. Secondary metals not. de¬
sired for these purposes were gener¬
ally available for domestic uses when
virgin metal could not be purchased
for prompt delivery.
The incentive of high prices caused

all metal wjfstes to fce more carefully
saved, segregated and refined. Manymanufacturers who had considered vir¬
gin metals only as suitable for their
needs, found that they could use con¬
siderable scrap, provided they selected
suitable material and used good judg¬
ment in its treatment.
The increased output of secondary tin,lead and aluminum, say the geological

experts, was normally to be expectedunder the improved conditions of busi¬
ness, and the proportionally larger in¬
crease in the recoveries of zinc, cop¬
per and antimony were due in part tothe foreign demand for pig metal orfor manufactured goods containing themetals named.

*
* *

Dressmaking, according to officials of
the Department of Labor who have re¬

cently completed an

Dressmaking: investigation In sev-
° eral cities, ranksEmployment, among the best wom¬

an-employing Industries In offering the
workers a living wage, the reason given
being that the fundamental and underly¬
ing principle of woman's dress Is variety,
which makes the trade one of the least
standardized in process and product Not¬
withstanding it is one of the most sea-jsonal of all trades, it seems to ofTer op-j
portunities for , self-development and
financial advancement discovered in few
other Industries open to the woman of
limited education. Especially is this true,
say the officials. In the custom branch of

^'ir/the^general survey of the dressmak¬
ing trade in the states Investigated for
the purpose two tendencies were noted.
Production under the factory system.
the stage of the manufacturer.has shown
a phenomenal growth within the last rev*
decades, and In the custom branches or
the trade the small and medium sized
shops are disappearing before the compe-

tltlon of the domestic or day
the one side and the large shopon the
other. For example, the
that In the cities looked Into
Importance of day and home .rl<er« "
compared with the cuitom dressmakers la
shown by the fact that of 1.627 employes
only 18.7 per cent were reported as cue-
torn dressmakers.

CTT1_As the trade passes through these suc¬
cessive stages the place of production
seems to show a continuous movement, it
has been found, away from the home to¬
ward Increasingly commercialized and in¬
dustrial quarters. The size of the word¬
ing force and to a certain extent tne.
quality of the product alter from stage to
stage, so that each has certain character¬
istic conditions as to division or labor
and wages paid. It was ^urid that1the
plain sewer received from $6 to a

week, this wage remaining about tne
same, whether she goes out by the aay
or works in a specialized shop. As tne
trade develops more and more special¬
ized workers are added, until each de-
partment has Its head worker, whoa*
wages range from $10 to $50 or 56U a
week, depending upon the degree of re¬
sponsibility. with a force of assistantswhose, wages range downward to $6 or
less, according to the character of their
work.

_ .Experts of the department found
during their survey of dressmaking
conditions that the opportunities for
young workers to learn the trade vary
with the different types of shops. Tn
general they were found to be best in
the shop of moderate size, where the
worker is still under the Immediate
supervision of the employer, where
subdivision of labor has not been car¬
ried to a point which deprives the
learner of an all-around training, but
where the class of work done enables
her to fit herself for the higher
branches of the trade. The medium-
sized shop, however, is being crushed
out by competition, it is said. At best
the opportunities for acquiring the
trade In the shop' are limited and un¬
satisfactory.
Those officials who looked into this

matter for the Department of Labor
emphasize the Importance of co-or¬
dinating technical training with trade
experience. To this end it appears' necessary to Increase the opportunity
for acquiring skill and artistic ability
through the trade schools, where the
fundamentals may be learned so that
the girl may be fitted to enter the
trade with that knowledge which she
would otherwise have gained through
the apprenticeship system, which dis¬
appeared about the beginning of this
century.

*
* *

Uncle Sam still has considerable land
to give to the enterprising citizen, man

or women, who
Land Remaining wlshes to «stab"sh

a home. The ln-for Settlement, terlor Department
announces that more than a auar-
ter of a billion of acres of land
remain In the public domain, ac¬

cording to official figures recently
compiled by the general land of¬
fice. These acres are located In twenty-
five j|ifferent states, extending from
California to Michigan, and from Flor¬
ida to Washington. All but 2.290,000
acres of it is in the far west, with Ne-
vada containing the highest acreage,
65,376.07". An even dozen of the ex-
treme western states alone hold more
than 250.000,000 acres. The exact
amount of land that is unreserved and
unappropriated, according to the official
figures, is 254,945,5S9 acres. Of this
amount approximately 92,000,000 acres
are unsurveyed.
Missouri reports the least amount of

vacant land, having but 952 acres,
which are scattered over sixteen coun¬
ties. Alabama has 42,680 acres in flfty-
one counties; Florida, 135,237 acres in
forty-five counties; Mississippi, 30,374
acres iri fifty-eight counties, and Lou¬
isiana, 44,8^4 acres in fifty-seven coun¬
ties.

In fifty-two counties of Michigan maybe found 90.540 acres, while thirty coun-
ties in Wisconsin report 5,872 acres.
Again on the Pacific coast, California

has 20,025,999 acres of vacant land; Ore¬
gon, 3 5,337,809, and Washington, 1,132,-
571. Large areas of vacant land are
also reported in the southwestern
state's, while the land in the Dakotas is;rapidly passing into private ownership,And so it goes with the other states. .

*
* ?

J'lant specialists of the Department
of Agriculture think that this is the

best time of the year
Best Time to to seed a new Iawn ln

, _ this vicinity. The earlySeed Lawns. autumn lB Riao, they
say, the best time to repair lawns,
rather than the early spring, as Is gen¬
erally supposed. This time of the year
is preferable, the experts state, be¬
cause of the fact that ln the spring
the grass is not aggressive enough to
combat the weeds. On the other hand,
in the northern and New England
states the spring Is said to be the very
best time for both planting and re¬
pairing the lawns.
Suitable soil is, of course, the first

consideration in making a new lawn.
Knrichment only Is needed when good
l»am is present. After the proper con¬
stituents are supplied the lawn soil
should l>e thoroughly stirred anil fined.
This preparation should begin, officials
of the department say, several weeks
b-fore seeding time to allow sufficient
time for the ground to settle and for
weed seeds to germinate.

Tlje department's experts who have
made a study of this subject believe
that Kentucky blue grass is. ln gen¬
eral. the most desirable turf-forming
grass for lawn use ln the northern
part of the United States. For b<?st
results, they say. it usually is made the
predominant ingredient in mixtures
containing also the seeds of several
other grasses and white clover. A mix¬
ture found very satisfactory by depart¬
ment, specialists consists of seventeen
parts of Kentucky blue grass, four
parts recleaned redtop, three parts
perennial rye grass and one part white
clover.
Amateurs at the game of raising

lawns often make the mistake, it is
said, of sowing their seeds too thinly,
for a thick stand of grass is essential
at the beginning. From four to five
pounds of the mixture above should be
sown to each 1,000 square feet.
To improve an old lawn that has run

down is often more difficult than to
make a new one. according to these ex¬
perts, but if reasonably good turf
exists, it can be bettered materially by
reseeding and fertilizing. If the lawn
is patchy, the small areas should be
scratched with a steel rake, dressed
with loam and the seed sown on this.
If large areas of the lawn have a thin
covering of turf, it will be advan¬
tageous to use a disk seeder. After
seeding, a second dressing of loam
should be applied and the areas rolled
lightly. Care should be taken, the
plant experts say, in watering and
mowing all new plantings of lawn
grass not to disturb the young plants.The most careful attention is neces¬
sary if an established lawn is to he
kept in good condition. Regardless of
the kind of soil oh which they exist,
most lawns need an application of some
good fertilizer. When used, the ferti¬
lizer should be applied in the autumn
or winter, and again in the spring.
Frequent clipping is very beneficial to

lawns. During the rapid-growing sea¬
son, mowings twice a week are nut t-.o
frequent. It usually makes little dif¬
ference whether the clipped grass is
removed or allowed to remain on tin
lawn. It is coming to be considered
the best practice to remove it. It is
neither advisable nor necessary to roll
lawns during the summer.

JAPAN AND CHINA.

From tho Colombia State.
Apparently China's last hope In the

crisis which confronts her is to appeal
to Japan for advice.

From the Richmond Times-Dispatch.
Japan explains she does not want to

destroy China, but merely to keep the
Celestial kingdom in order. To some
Chinese this will probably seem the
Fame thing.
From the Toledo Blade.
Japan is a constant menace to China's

Adam'a apple.

From the Buffalo Express.
Japan seems to want to put a gate on

the open door to China and appoint
herself doortender.

From the Detroit F*ee Press.

Japan evidently is reckless of China s
friendship if really preparing to lend
money to the Chinese.

From the CoInmbus,X)hlo State Journal.
China's chief function in the family

of nations seems to be to have im¬
portant demands made on her*

J

FIFTY YEARS &G0
IN THE STAR

There were man? homeless men In
Washington fifty years ago In conse¬

quence of the return

Center Market ot ».»«. ">. f»11-
_ . , ure of occupation In
Vagabonds. the TOUth( ,corel)

turning to this city for shelter. Many
of them made the Center market their
usual abiding place until the nuisance
became a serious one. In The Star of
September 11, 18««, Is the following
telling: of a raid made upon these un¬

fortunates:
"About as great a nulsanoe as the

marketers who come to the city to sup¬
ply our citizens with fruit, vegetables
and poultry have to contend with is the
gang of white and negro vagabonds
who loiter in and about the markets at
night, pilfering whatever they can eas¬
ily carry away. Center market has
been especially annoyed by them. It is
the only home of some, who sleep on
and under the benches in the daytime
and prowl about at night robbing wag¬
ons and stalls or making raids upon the
barns, stables and poultry houses in the
oountry of the marketers who are in
the city. Yesterday Officers Campbell
ajid Rath of the third ward made a de¬
scent upon them and arrested eight,
ranging In age from twelve to thirty
years, who were locked up in the cen¬
tral guardhouse. Justice Thompson
pave them their choice, to pay $2 fine
each or serve thirty days In the work¬
house. The city councils have always
manifested anxiety to protect dealers
in our markets and they will no doubt
be glad to see that their law for that
purpose is strictly enforced by the po¬lice.**

*
* *

After the civil war many enterprises of
an alleged charitable nature were pro¬

moted in the name of the
Gift Concert relIef veterans of

« v the war. A favorite formSchemes. of lt ^ ^tft con_
cert." The following in The Star of Sep¬
tember 12, 1866, tells how this scheme was
regarded at that time:
"A correspondent calls attention to the

gift concert scheme announced to be for
the benefit of the 'Soldiers' and Sailors*
National Orphans' Home fund' and insists
that the postponement of the affair from
the 2d of August to the 11th of October is
a violation of the contract and Implies
that good faith will not be kept with those
who havte invested their money In lt. He
also alleges that the $250,000 worth of
prizes are not worth more than $100,000,
for which $300,000 worth of tickets are to
be sold. Out of the $200,000 remaining,
$25,000 are promised to charitable objects
and $3,000 have been already paid. He
asks if the balance is to be used for elec¬
tioneering purposes and If the commis¬
sioner of internal revenue had a right to
suspend the revenue laws In behalf of
such a purpose. Another correspondent
Inquires where the proceeds of the sale
of tickets are deposited and what guar¬
antee the purchasers have in their se¬
curity.

.'We are not able to answer our corre¬
spondents fully. We have no faith what¬
ever in these gift concert enterprises and
cannot see that the public have any guar¬
antee that the one under notice will result
more satisfactorily to the ticketholders
than similar enterprises have elsewhere.
It is true that the names of the 'refer¬
ences' given are highly respectable, but
we presume they will hardly hold them¬
selves pecuniarily responsible In the mat¬
ter. The fact that the managers pro¬
pose to sell the enormous number of
300.000 tickets is sufficient to stamp the
scheme as impracticable. Estimating the
population of the country as 30,000,000, it
will be seen that a ticket must be sold
to every hundred persons.man. woman,
child and baby.of the thirty milltatps in
order to carry out this grand scheme.
Very few thinking people will be inclined
to put faith in the possibility of effect¬
ing such an achievement. In considera¬
tion of the professed object of this en¬
terprise, we should be glad to use other
language in regard to its prospects; but
the plaua duty of the journalist to the
public f^-bids us from expressing a con¬
fidence in its success that we certainly do
not feel. We have the same opinion to
express In regard to a similar enterprise
in the gift concert line (upon a less pre¬
tentious scale), started hereabouts."

*
* *

Cholera was prevalent In several
American cities, notably Cincinnati and

St. Louis, and many
No Cholera in deaths w«r« re-

TV P'f ported at this time
8 vlty. flfty years ago. Wash¬

ington, however, was immune, as noted
in the following in The Star of Septem¬
ber 12, 1866:
"Dr. Dove, the secretary of the board

of health, has thus far received but few
reports of the interment from the under¬
takers for the month ending on the 10th
instant, and, in consequence, no correct
data as to number of deaths, with the
nature of the diseases, are obtainable.
The law inflicts a line on those under¬
takers who fail to make returns, and it
is the intention of the doctor to see
the law enforced on. all who are derelict
in this duty. For the returns made,
comparing them with those made by the
same parties last month. It Is safe to
say, however, that the city is as healthy
as It was then. There has as yet been
no case of Asiatic cholera reported, al¬
though there was on the 3d Instant a
case on the Island where the symptoms
indicated it. The medical fraternity,
however, after examination, came to
the conclusion that this was not a case
of cholera."

*
* *

Virginia had a brief oil boom fifty
years ago which greatly raised the

hopes of the people of
A Virginia that i3tate and of some

n«l u Washingtonians with
UU JSOOm. Virginia property inter¬

ests, but which proved fallacious. The
first account of it was given to the
people of this city In the following ex¬

tract from the Alexandria Journal,
printed in The Star of September 15,
1866:
"Several scientific gentlemen have

been prospecting for oil in the vicinity
of Alexandria, on the line of the Lou¬
doun and Hampshire railroad, for some
\veeks past, and nave succeeded in dis¬
covering surface indications of a char¬
acter sufficiently encouraging as to in¬
duce them to extend their operations to
the putting down of a couple of wells.
A fine oil spring has been discovered
on the farm of Capt. John Powell, near
Hunters Mills, and one of the wells will
be sunk there. The other will be sunk
down on the farm of Mr. Joseph S.
Thornton at Thornton Station. Dr. Paul
Gregory, formerly of Richmond, has
barge of the operations and has been
mainly instrumental in projecting the
enterprise. Several large capitalists of
Washington are taking hold of the mat¬
ter, and the Indications are very favor¬
able that their Investments will prove
immensely profitable. The machinery
for putting down the wells has arrived
here, and is being rapidly shipped to the
spot." j

PAPER.
The price of paper is so high.
At least the publishers so hint.

We must pay more for what we bay
Of their commodities in print.

You'd never know it by the way
The novel writers bang away!
If we would buy pad, blotter, book.
Or low-grade stuff or something nies.

The sellaf wears a tearful look.
And groans about the rise In pries.

But handbills In the hall folks heap.
Somebody must find paper cheap!

They're printing things In smaller type
(For eyes are eheap and paper dear).

And cigarettes may yield to pipe
If this goes on another year.

But statements come of what we owe.
Does not the bm collector know?

se^3hkas» Hsws.

»-¦> fjutUt&Si&Xt Jy-j. ¦¦¦ I:*'-.

SPAIN AS BALANCE AFTER THEWAR
IMspatohes from Madrid and Parts at¬

tach Importance to the declarations of
Senor Maura In a

Senor Maura's Baiboa
TTT . to 9,000 Maurlstas;
Warning. "After the war we

will have to decide !n favor of one of
the belligerents, setting the interests
of our country before our personal sym-
Ipathles. Historically and,- geographl-
cally Spain ^des with the western
group, but England and France must
change the methods they havU adopted,
which are driving Spain headlong into
decadence."
The latter part of Senor Maura's

declaration is not clear to the man be¬
yond the border, but It Is clear that
belligerents, others than Kngland and
Prance, have employed all means to
Induce Spain and other neutrals to take
sides.
Notwithstanding Senor Maura, It is

highly nrobable Spain will remain neu¬
tral unless for some unexpected inci¬
dent. Turkey, Bulgaria, Italy. Portugal
and Rumania in turn have aligned
themselves with the combatants. Have
Bulgaria and Rumania received prom¬
ises from their respective sides that
after the war the one or the other may
be the balance of power in the Bal¬
kans? We shall know after the war

why Greece hesitated.
As the matter stands at this hour

Greece has lost her place as a proper
balance of power in the Balkans which
Verilzelos would have given her. Ser¬
bia and Rumania are actually rightful
aspirants for the place which does not
preclude duality, even trlpllcity, for
Italy is now a Balkan power of great
force, and alms at the domination of
the Adriatic, which comprises Trentino,
Trieste, Dalmatia. and an Italian army
constitutes presently the extreme left
wing in Albania of the Salonikl army.

*
? *

But to return to the balance of power
in Europe. Does Spain aspire to plav

that role, based

What Is Spain's upon the Msump"
tlon that all com-

Fllture Hole? batants. after the
war, will be exhausted, victor and van¬

quished alike, and reduced to impo-
tency? The Spanish ex-premier's dec¬
laration at Balboa Implies a doubt
when he says that "Spain after the war

might be obliged to decide in favor of
one of the belligerents." a confession
that, after all, exhaustion might not be

the reason of peace, but that the victor

would be powerful enough to impose
her conditions and bar intervention
from whatever source. Thus Spain, in
such case, would forfeit her ambition
to play the role of arbiter, and hence
fail to be the balance of power.
The Idea that Spain may cherish the

ambition to become the balance of
power in Europe is wholly personal
and Inspired by the suspicion that
Spain may deem the occasion, fit to re¬
vive the days of her former greatness.
Spain's grandeur dates, indeed, from the
time when the kingdoms of Aragon
and Castille were united under the
scepter of Ferdinand and Isabella in
1469. There would be little wonder
if Spain should aspire to the renais¬
sance of her ancient power.
M. Etienne Iamy of the French Acad¬

emy has written of Spanish affairs re¬

cently. but altogether from a different
point of view. He ascribes Spain's neu¬
trality to her Indifference to the cause
of the entente, due in great measure to
the political conditions existing in
Spain and France, with particular ref¬
erence to the difference in spirit be¬
tween the liberals of Spain and those
of France, and. moreover, the machina¬
tions of the German merchant class,
who profited by the animosities engen¬
dered between the Spanish and the
French.

*
* *

There was another grave element or
discord, Morocco, where there was con¬

tradiction of interests

Discord Over when France sought In
__ Morocco some compen-
M0r0CC0. nation for losses In

Egypt. Since Spain had expelled the
Moors from Spain, she assumed that
she had gained the right of succession
to Africa dominated by Charles V.
When William appeared at Tangier,

he spread over Spain and Morocco at
one time the mantle of his protection.
Such protection meant little or noth¬
ing to the Moroccan, who wanted no
protection, but the coup awakened ad¬
miration in Spain anion*? the military
class. In the commencement of the
war this spirit rose very high, but it
has diminished perceptibly as the supe¬
riority of the French army has been
manifested. The military virtue is not
maintained In a race except by favor of
other virtues. Those which were the
most used up in France were reborn
intact, while others heretofore un-
known sprung up to the astonishment
and admiration of the Spanish people,
The new courage and valor of France,

heretofore tempestuous and irrepressi¬
ble. revealed itself in the great war;
grave, silent, patient, in place of pro-
voking a danger it awaited it as u

duty. The courage was new only in its
form. A faction in France calling it- 1
self liberal and socialist taught "that
it was the duty of every one to pre-
serve his life and not sacrifice one's
life for others, or for government which
they termed the heroism of simplicity
or stupidity." But the bus?le call dissi-
pated these Ideas, and all. liberalist.
socialist and conservative, responded to
the call and grouped themselves around
the flag for the defense of country. To
Spain this manifestation was a revela¬
tion. and in spite of himself the Span¬
iard admired and applauded. Moreover.
Spain and all the world was astonished
when alongside of the liberalist anu
the socialist there enrolled the priest,
the clergy at whom he had scoffed
30.000 or more priests.fighting for the
nation.

*
* *

There was always difference between
the liberal In Spain and the liberal In

France. The former main-

Spanish talned his faith in God
and the laws given man

IdDeralS. by 0odf The liberal In
Prance, on the contrary, often lost his
faith, and it was precisely the fear of
contagion, that such doctrines might
cause trouble In Spain, that created es¬

trangement between the two peoples.
The Spaniard is grave and seldom

laughs. His destiny, which was full of
grandeur and much suffering, has not
taught him gayety. "As the image of
the soil and the result of his history, he
is habitually grave and s;\d and of ex¬
treme susceptibility. There is no coun¬
try," continues the ex-premier, "where
laughter sounds so hollow as In Spain."
Referring to the diplomats representing
France In Spain, he warns them of the

danprer of being misunderstood bectQM
of that gayety which Is the natural
manner of the French. "Be careful of
your good humor, for, over the fron¬
tiers. French spirit 1h not an article of
exportation."

l?ut Italy, Spain and France are bound
by indisputable ties of civilization. Uni¬
versities succeeded among these peo¬ples to the sanctuaries of the earlyChristian days.
M. Lamy writes In praise of the Span¬iard's fidelity and constant character:

"When Spain ceased to be a great
power, she maintained the unity and
constancy of her character. Of all na¬
tions she preserved her belief in a com¬
mon good to all. and for which she was
always ready to make sacrifices. In
Spain there appeared in all plenitude
disinterestedness and the heroism of hu¬
man solidarity which inspired Latin
civilization."

*
a *

Spain and France have recognized 4be
necessity of maintaining the solidity

and union of Latin eirl-
Overtnres by ligation. To this end a

py,. committee was Mat to
Spain to oonfer opon the

means to bring about a rapprochement
between friends and a renewal of re¬
lations. It resulted that Spain Invited
French professors to occupy chairs
in Spanish universities and the Uni¬
versity of France responded by extend¬
ing invitations to Spanish professors
to occupy similar situations In France.
A French institute was thus founded
at Madrid in 1918 and a Spanish Insti¬
tute was created at Paris In the same

year.
The Spaniard Is philosophical because

he is a believer and socialism menaces
him less than other nations. He re¬
spects the authority of government and
is deeply religious. He has created
a pride in his independence which other
peoples woulft do well to Imitate. Be¬
tween the Spaniard and the govern¬
ment there is a perfect understanding
and a collaboration of energy. Spain's
history is written as a sacred book, a
family book, in which successive gen¬
erations may read the same lessons.
The art of painters and sculptors has

found In her history and traditions the
inspiration of its most fecund origin¬
ality. The most Inattentive visitor oould
not be blind to this evidence, which is
true of the art found In the most hum¬
ble city.
With what pride Spain guards the

archives of her America, which she
discovered and governed. With what
respect she watches over the docu¬
ments, arms, images And souvenirs of
her heroes. The caressing look which
she casts on the most antique of these
souvenirs attests the great value she
attaches to them. Spain lives In her
past, and feels herself the cotemporary
of hfcr past, and the most ancient days
seem to her only the senior of her
present days.

?
? *

The religious sentiment Is for the

Spaniard the light of his home. He
livss^n a familiar way.

The Religions w,th tho ** ot M" re"

. Usrlous convictions, and
Sentiment. may i>e seen in his

ardor for the solemnities of bis cult.
It is not the gravity that these re¬

ligious ceremonies create in the Span¬
iard; it relaxes his features, softens his
reserve. He Is happy that one reoog-
nizes his dignity and his ambitions. But
M. Lamy does not pretend, for all his
fervor, that the Spaniard is perfection.
He is fond of amusement and always
ready for a quarrel. If religion may
fear "in him a revolt of the senses, it
may not fear a rebellion of his faith,
which is constant and unfailing.
In Grenada one Is shown, among the

treasures of the cathedral, the first
gold which was found in Mexico.those
who brought it back made of It a cross.
In no people is there visible so com¬
plete and incontestable the sheathing
of Catholicism. The solidity of the Span¬
iard's-character has establ ished fhe solid
itv of his history and his virtues, arvi
M. Lamy believes that this solidity will
prepare the way eventually for an aid.
if necessary, for France, out of pro¬
portion with the material power of
Spain.
Ambition, M. Lamy declares, is not

the characteristic of the Spaniard who
has sacrificed his grandeur to his re¬
ligious faith. Neither experience nor
time will tire out a race which sup¬
ported eight centuries of combats, in¬
security and misery in order to become
the mistress In her own house. The
power of the adversary is not sufficient
to balk the race that measured Itself
alone with a Napoleon, with the world.

*
* *

Nothing, says M. Lamy, is more Im¬
portant for France if she wishes to

increase her relations with

Spain's this neighbor than to col-
laborate with him In the

JNeeaS. resurrection of his country.
For the Spaniard the daily life has its
demands, although tempered by his

simple needs; he desires a less pre¬
carious existence, less rude. And tins

desire is manifested by a progressive
awakening to the work to be done.
He is multiplying the modes of cul¬
ture; beside sugar cane, he has planted
the sugar beet with such success that
the cultivation is extending in vast
fields to the north. Many factories
have been created in the admirable re-

glons of the Ebra. and the Guadalqulver
mines are numerous and await the ex-
ploitation which the waters of the
mountians of Andalusia at hand
render easv. "The German ?« already
in the country." adds M. Lamy, "but
the French should be there also In
greater numbers."

Spain," concludes M. Lamy In his pic¬
ture of Spain and the Spaniard, of
which we have drawn the bare out¬
lines. "is the country of Don Quixote
and Sancho Panza, but they are not
brothers. Sancho is the servant. Don
Quixote the master. The domestic
labor is performed by the peasant, who
chides the flights of the chevalier. But
in the decisive mdments it Is the cheva¬
lier who commands, and It Is the Ideal
that prevails over Interest. Sanoho
mav be captured by apparent good
deals without asking who Is the dealer,
German or not; adhesion to Germs.n
doctrines and things will always bs re¬
fused by the chevalier."
M. Lamy's point of view Is a flatter¬

ing tribute of praise to the chlvalrlc
Spaniard, and to whom he attributes
only the most simple and disinterested
motives. Nevertheless and with all due
respect to the opinions of the master, I
am inclined to think that the Spain that
was the Don Quixote of Cervantee
has conceived anpther ideal far remov¬
ed from those of the magnificent cheva¬
lier of the sixteenth century.namely,
that after the war Spain may recover
some of her past power and prestige
by becoming the arbiter of peace.^the
balance of the power of nations.

CH. CHAILLE-LONO.

INTERPRETATIONS OF MAINE.
From the Chleayo News.
From the Maine election tfie Infer¬

ence may be drawn that-the nioose has
been domesticated.
From the Cincinnati Times-Star. «

It is said that everything has its use.
That election of Monday reminded us

what Maine's was.

From the St. Louis Globe-Democrat.
Republicanism and progressivism in

Maine seem to b* united, and the bone
promises to "set" firmly in time.

From the Boston Transcript.
One gathers from the free trade and

scuttle press that Maine Is barometric
only In those years when It goes demo¬
cratic.
From the Philadelphia Record.
Maine <Jld not go as she went for Gov.

Kent; she went very moderately.
From the Omaha Be*.
On the same ratio, with Nebraska

Soiling a vote nearly twice that of
[aine, this fltate would be due to go

republican by 25,000^

From the Ral*lgh News and Observer.
If Mr. Hughes is relying upon the

vote in Maine to do the trick for him,
then he had better go home at once.
With the progressive vote In other
states taking the percentage route of
the one-time progressives, the election
of Wilson is assured.

From the Boston Globe.
Leaders of both parties foresee a na¬

tional victory indicated by the result of
the election in Maine. Apparently, so
far as pleasing everybody is concerned,
the election could not have had more
satisfactory results.

From the Dayton Journal.
Maybe since the result In Maine the

democrats will cease to use the phrase
"progressive democrats." There ain't
no such animal.

From the Baltimore Star.
Speaker Chamj> Clark is one of the

few democrats who acknowledged de¬
feat In Maine. Speaker Clark's expe¬
rience has taught him to recognise a
-knockout when he sees It.


